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of that time; nor was it so populous as Florence or Rome, by a long way.
But, with all its defects, this Relation is of great value.
There are scarcely any towns of importance in the king-
dom, excepting these two: Bristol, a seaport to the west, and
Boraco (Eboracum) otherwise York, which is on the borders
of Scotland; besides London to the south.    Eboracum was
in ancient times the principal city of the island, and was
adorned with many buildings by th'e Romans, in their elegant
style; but, having been sacked and burnt in the reign of King
William the Conqueror, she never afterwards could recover
her former splendour; so that, at present, all the beauty of
this island is confined to London; wrhich, although sixty miles
distant from the sea, possesses all the advantages to be desired
in a maritime town; being situated on the river Thames,
which is very much affected by the tide, for many miles (I do
not know the exact number) above it: and London is so much
benefited by this ebb and flow of the river, that vessels of
100 tons burden can come up to the city, and ships of any
size to within five miles of it; yet the water in this river is
fresh for twenty miles below London.   Although this city has
no buildings in the Italian style, but of timber or brick like
the French, the Londoners live comfortably, and, it appears
to me, that there are not fewer inhabitants than at Florence
or Rome.   It abounds with every article of luxury, as well as
with the necessaries of life: but the most remarkable thing in
Londpn is the wonderful quantity of wrought silver.   I do
not allude to that in private houses, (though the landlord of
the house in which the Milanese ambassador lived, had plate
to the amount of 100 crowns), but to the shops of London.
In one single street, named the Strand, leading to St Paul's,
there are fifty-two goldsmith's shops, so rich and full of silver
vessels, great and small, that in all the shops in Milan, Rome,
Venice, and Florence put together, I do not think there would
be found so many of the magnificence that are to be seen in
London.    And these vessels are all either salt cellars, or
drinking cups, or basins to hold water for the hands; for they
- eat off that fine tin, which is little inferior to silver (pewter).
These great riches of London are not occasioned by its in-334                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               Town Life                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  vn
of that time; nor was it so populous as Florence or Rome, by a long way.
But, with all its defects, this Relation is of great value.
There are scarcely any towns of importance in the king-
dom, excepting these two: Bristol, a seaport to the west, and
Boraco (Eboracum) otherwise York, which is on the borders
of Scotland; besides London to the south.    Eboracum was
in ancient times the principal city of the island, and was
adorned with many buildings by th'e Romans, in their elegant
style; but, having been sacked and burnt in the reign of King
William the Conqueror, she never afterwards could recover
her former splendour; so that, at present, all the beauty of
this island is confined to London; wrhich, although sixty miles
distant from the sea, possesses all the advantages to be desired
in a maritime town; being situated on the river Thames,
which is very much affected by the tide, for many miles (I do
not know the exact number) above it: and London is so much
benefited by this ebb and flow of the river, that vessels of
100 tons burden can come up to the city, and ships of any
size to within five miles of it; yet the water in this river is
fresh for twenty miles below London.   Although this city has
no buildings in the Italian style, but of timber or brick like
the French, the Londoners live comfortably, and, it appears
to me, that there are not fewer inhabitants than at Florence
or Rome.   It abounds with every article of luxury, as well as
with the necessaries of life: but the most remarkable thing in
Londpn is the wonderful quantity of wrought silver.   I do
not allude to that in private houses, (though the landlord of
the house in which the Milanese ambassador lived, had plate
to the amount of 100 crowns), but to the shops of London.
In one single street, named the Strand, leading to St Paul's,
there are fifty-two goldsmith's shops, so rich and full of silver
vessels, great and small, that in all the shops in Milan, Rome,
Venice, and Florence put together, I do not think there would
be found so many of the magnificence that are to be seen in
London.    And these vessels are all either salt cellars, or
drinking cups, or basins to hold water for the hands; for they
- eat off that fine tin, which is little inferior to silver (pewter).
These great riches of London are not occasioned by its in-